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PAKISTANI AUTHOR TO PRESENT LECTURE, SEMINAR 
MISSOULA—
Journalist and best-selling author Ahmed Rashid of Pakistan will give the next 
installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana.
Rashid, a leading authority on the Taliban, will present “Descent into Chaos: The 
United States and the Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia” at 
8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9, in the University Center Ballroom.
His newest book of the same title is a critique of both America’s and Europe’s failure to 
invest in rebuilding Afghanistan and Pakistan’s role in allowing Taliban and al Qaeda elements 
to regroup. He will explain why the American-dominated status quo in Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Central Asia has been helpless to stem the resurgence of the Taliban and al Qaeda.
Earlier that day from 3:40 to 5 p.m., Rashid will give a seminar titled “The Strength, 
Appeal and Prospects of al Qaeda Today” in the University Center Theater.
Both event are free and open to the public.
Rashid has been described as “Pakistan’s best and bravest reporter.” In 2001 he 
received the Nisar Osmani Award for Courage in Journalism from the Human Rights Society
of Pakistan.
He has unparalleled access to key figures in the vast and complex area that includes 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia, which brings to his works a panoramic vision, as well 
as the nuances that make his writing unique.
Rashid attended Malvern College, England; Government College, Lahore; and 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge. He serves as the Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia 
correspondent for the Far Eastern Economic Review and the Daily Telegraph and also writes 
for the Wall Street Journal, The Nation and academic journals. He appears regularly on 
international television and radio networks such as CNN and BBC World.
Rashid’s campus events are presented in conjunction with UM’s First-Year Reading 
Experience program. The author’s book “Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in 
Central Asia” is the program’s fall semester reading selection. Visit 
http://www.lib.umt.edu/firstvear/readingexperience.htm for more information about the 
program.
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exhibi t ion:  BEAN WEIGHTER GOAT DRIVER:
new work by
KAYLA ROM BERGER & RAMSAY HAY
show runs:  September  29 - October  31 
recept ion:  OCTOBER 2 AT 5 PM




& RAMS AY H AY
T h e 5 e a n W e ighler G o a I Driv e r E x h ibi l  o d d r esses  i d e a s o f p e r s o n a I 
place and presence. Romberger ' s  works on paper medic le disti l  ed 
images.of graff it i ,  abandoned st ructures and natural  history,  whi le 
H a y c x p i o r e $ F a rn i I i a I a n d pars a n a I i d e n t i t y u s i n g a o m e s I i c rr i a 1 e r 1 a s 
and expressions of dai ly chores.
PLEASE CALL MATTHEW BULLIS, DIRECTOR, AT 406-396-6346 
OR EMAIL AT UCARTGALLERY@MSO.UMT.EDU
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